INTRODUCTION
IN 1899 this -Diary was edited by the late Sir
Arthur Wilson, K.G.I.E., P.C., and published for
the first time. It aroused a good deal of interest at
that date. Lord Rosebery referred to its "vivid
reports" and made several quotations from its
entries in his Napoleon: The Last Phase, which
appeared in the following year; and A Diary of
St. Helena is included among the more important
items of Napoleonic bibliography in the Encydo-
padia Britannica. But, owing to the failure of the
publishers of that edition, the book reached
only a small public, and was very soon out of
print. For that reason it seems worth while to
offer a new edition to the numerous readers and
students for whom the personality of Napoleon I,
whether as Emperor or Exile, holds an unfailing
attraction. Also, this sober, first-hand record of
my great-great-uncle's conversations with Bona-
parte seems at least worth comparison with other
more highly coloured and partisan literature
relating to the ex-Emperqr at St. Helena.
I am indebted to Sir Pulteney's granddaughter,
the owner of the Diary, for permission to use it
again, and to Sir Arthur Wilson's Introduction
to the first edition for particulars of the Admiral's
career, and the connecting historical details. I
have also retained his footnotes to the Diary.
Pulteney Malcolm was born in 1768, the third
son of George Malcolm of Burnfoot, near Lang-
holm, Dumfries-shire, and one of a family of